South Milton Ley Reserve
Clearance of Storm Debris
Winter 2014 Storms
South Milton Sands was battered by a series of storms in late December and early January 2014.
These coincided with spring tides and resulted in extensive damage to the dune defences and
disappearance of half the dunes. The beach sand was totally removed from the southern end
of the beach deposited at the Thurlestone end where the depth was increased by up to 2m. A
seam of peat and petrified wood was exposed at the southern end of the beach. The petrified
wood has been carbon dated and determined to be 3500 years old. The photographs below
show some of the damage.

The storms washed much of the debris from the beach, log piles, fencing and parts of the
boardwalks into the South Milton Ley Reserve as well as the usual array of plastic.

Reserve Clear-up
On 8 January, the sandbank that normally seals the Ley from the sea was breached and this
allowed the Reserve to drain with the water level dropping by some 2m. Although the Ley is

now open to the sea the tides will not be sufficiently high to enter the Reserve until early
February. As soon as the water level dropped clean-up of the Reserve began.
The first job was to remove as much of the plastic debris and other detritus as possible. A small
party of Devon Bird members (Graham and Martin Daw, Mike Passman, Vic Tucker and Nick
Townsend) and people from South Milton Village (Jane Howie, Paul Davies and Graham Collyer)
spent about 2hrs filling a dozen rubbish bags and collecting a number of large bits of debris
including part of a boat, fishing nets and several containers. A few young people from
Kingsbridge who were collecting rubbish from the beach also helped.

A much larger group assembled on Saturday 11 th to begin removing the log piles, fence posts
and wire, and parts of the boardwalks. The group included Devon Birds members (Bob Barrow,
John Bishop, Chris Klee and Nick Townsend), South Milton villagers (Geoff Bell, Graham Collyer,
Peter Field, Nick King, Mick Howey and Peter Brooks) and a representative from the National
Trust (Emma Reece). Five young people from Kingsbridge (Jazz, Toby and friends) also came
along greatly reducing the average age of the group and adding considerable muscle power
and energy. Geoff Bell, a local farmer, brought along his tractor and grab/dung fork.

Initially most of the team spent time moving the fence posts, parts of boardwalk and other bits of
wooded debris on to the bank on the South Side of the Reserve above the highest water level in
the Ley. The National Trust will return at a later date to remove and dispose of this material.

Attention then turned to moving the log piles from the South bank to the North from where the
tractor could pick up them up and move them to a stockpile next to the access track into the
Reserve. It took a few trials to sort out the best method of working. Nick King’s suggestion to
build a track comprising two lines of piles aligned from the bank edge to the main
concentration of piles made the work much easier and quicker.

A pulling rope was then attached to one end of the log and a secondary rope to the other end
to aid positioning the log when it had to be pulled in close to the north bank.

Once the ropes were attached the logs were launched and pulled across to the north bank.

The logs were then positioned and lifted out by the tractor and transported to the stockpile.

